
FINAL Letter to Families re: School Cancellation for COVID-19 (sent MON 3/16 at 12:30pm) 
 
Hello JC Schools Families, 
 
District leaders have been closely monitoring the COVID-19 pandemic and met this morning to discuss this 
rapidly-evolving situation. We recognize that our public schools serve an important function for many families in 
our community beyond just educational learning - they are also sources of comfort, routine, support, and 
nutrition.  
 
In order to do our part to proactively mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in our community, the Jefferson City 
School District is announcing an extended closure of our schools to begin on Wednesday, March 18th and 
continue through Friday, April 3rd (this closure includes the district’s Spring Break, which was already 
scheduled for March 23rd-27th). Schools will reopen no earlier than Monday, April 6th, and we will share 
information as soon as decisions are made should we determine it is necessary to extend the closure beyond 
the determined date. 
 
Our goal in enacting this closure is to assist our community with slowing any transmission of the virus by 
limiting contact among individuals for this length of time. According to health officials, the practice of social 
distancing can significantly decrease the ability of a virus to spread and keep those who may be more 
vulnerable to the illness safe. 
 
What about learning over the extended closure? 
➢ While the district is not set up for extended virtual online learning at this time, we feel it is important to 

make sure students remain academically focused and engaged during the school closure. We are in 
the process of preparing supplemental learning solutions for students to access during this extended 
closure (which also includes the district’s planned Spring Break).  

➢ Schools will be sending home Chromebooks with all students in grades 2-12 tomorrow (Tuesday, 
March 17th). Please send a backpack with your student tomorrow, if possible, in order to ensure safe 
transit for the devices home from school on Tuesday. 

➢ We are still developing the logistics of our plans, and we will use our district communications channels 
(email, text, phone, social media) to alert families about how to access resources in the coming days 
and weeks.  

➢ The district is sending several surveys to get a better sense of which families may not have internet 
access at home, and which families may need assistance with food over the extended closure. Please 
watch for further emails to come. 

 
What about school-sponsored events and activities? 
➢ Beginning today, all school events and after school activities, including extra- and co-curricular events, 

practices and competitions, will be canceled during the time schools are closed. 
 
What about district staff? 
➢ The district will care for our staff by ensuring that their pay continues during the extended closure.  
➢ District employees will be required to log their Spring Break travel information to allow us to plan 

accordingly for employees who may travel to areas of concern over break. 
 
We are keenly aware that this extended closure will have a significant impact on our families, may present a 
hardship and childcare challenge for many, but we feel it is a necessary step to aid in the health and wellbeing 
of our community during this unprecedented situation. 
 


